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The problem with this bill, it bans 

procedures—and maybe all proce-
dures—many procedures, except some 
that are very dangerous to a woman, 
and procedures that could be used at 
any stage of abortion. That is what the 
court said, and it makes no exception 
for her health. I argue the life excep-
tion is very narrowly drawn, but we 
don’t have time to go into that to-
night. 

Thank you very much. I yield the 
floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio is recognized. 

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I re-
iterate the fact that this is not an issue 
that gets to the basis of the Supreme 
Court decision in Roe v. Wade. I predict 
that just as in the past on the floor of 
the Senate, there are going to be peo-
ple supporting the outlaw of this grue-
some procedure, which is not nec-
essary, who are very much pro-choice, 
pro-abortion, and who will probably 
have amendments on the floor of the 
Senate, a sense of the Senate, in terms 
of Roe v. Wade and many of the people 
who will vote to sustain Roe v. Wade 
will be some of the same people who 
will vote against this procedure be-
cause they understand how gruesome it 
is. 

I point out one other fact. You just 
cannot give the back of the hand sta-
tistics from the Alan Guttmacher In-
stitute, which is a very respected insti-
tute, which is an affiliate of Planned 
Parenthood, that published a survey of 
abortion providers showing—these are 
abortion providers, OK—showing that 
the number of partial-birth abortions 
more than tripled between 1996 and 
2000. 

So this procedure is not one that is 
being practiced in some of the exam-
ples that my colleague from California 
has presented on the floor of the Sen-
ate but, rather, has become a regular 
procedure in the offices of many OB/
GYN doctors in this country—a proce-
dure that is not necessary.

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I am proud 
to be a cosponsor of this much-needed 
and long-overdue measure. There is no 
place in a decent Nation for the bar-
baric practice known as partial-birth 
abortion. Senator SANTORUM’s measure 
is the only one the Senate is consid-
ering that will put an end to it once 
and for all. 

Every abortion ends the life of a tiny 
boy or girl, but only partial-birth abor-
tion involves the destruction of life at 
the moment when a child is being 
brought out of the womb—and he or 
she is just inches from under the full 
protection of our laws. Partial-birth 
abortion blurs the line and does so in 
such a way as to further erode the 
sanctity of life. 

The legislation Senator SANTORUM 
has proposed should avoid the constitu-
tional problems that five Supreme 
Court Justices found in Nebraska’s 
statute in the Stenberg v. Carhart 
case. Specifically, it addresses the con-
cern that the partial-birth abortion 

procedure might be necessary to pro-
tect the health of the mother by incor-
porating as findings the view of the 
American Medical Association and the 
overwhelming majority of physicians 
that there is no circumstance where 
the health of the mother demands this 
procedure. It also contains a more spe-
cific definition of the partial-birth 
abortion procedure, in response to the 
Stenberg decision. 

This revised definition ensures that, 
once we pass this bill, it will no longer 
be permissible in America to—and here 
I quote the language of the bill itself—
‘‘deliberately and intentionally 
vaginally deliver a living fetus until, 
the entire fetal head is outside the 
body of the mother and then kill the 
baby as happens in a typical partial-
birth abortion.’’

There is no doubt, in contrast, that 
the substitute measures that the Sen-
ate is considering will permit the con-
tinued use of this unconscionable pro-
cedure. To secure the approval of the 
radical, pro-abortion lobby, the au-
thors of such measures inevitably draft 
their so-called ‘‘bans’’ in such a way as 
to permit ‘‘health of the mother’’ ex-
ceptions that effectively negate the re-
strictions. Again, the testimony of the 
mainstream medical community 
makes it clear that ‘‘health of the 
mother’’ is a red herring in the partial-
birth abortion context, and I trust that 
any measure containing such an ‘‘ex-
ception’’ will be soundly defeated. 

It is simply not possible to seek 
cover politically while substantively 
protecting the most unscrupulous abor-
tionists. The American people over-
whelmingly favor enactment of a real 
partial-birth abortion ban. Despite the 
predictable efforts to obscure what is 
really a very clear issue—how we wish 
to treat the most vulnerable members 
of our human family—they will soon 
have it.

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

THE PROSPECT OF WAR AGAINST 
IRAQ AND SUPPORTING OUR 
ARMED FORCES 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I 
come to the Senate floor today to 
speak about some of the most crucial 
issues facing our Nation: No. 1, the 
prospect of war against Iraq, and, No. 
2—though it will never be in second 
place—support for our U.S. military. 

It has been my longstanding position 
to support a multinational response to 
the Iraqi threat. That means building 
international support to defang Sad-
dam Hussein. We all know he is a 
duplicitous character, but I believe if 
the goals of America and the world are 
to be successful, we need to work in a 

multilateral way, working through the 
United Nations, to build international 
legitimacy, and also to get the world to 
support us, to share the burden of war, 
if war is necessary, during the war in 
terms of the danger, and to share the 
burden of what would come after the 
war in terms of the economic cost of 
rebuilding Iraq. 

The risks and consequences of acting 
alone are much greater than they 
would be for multinational action. The 
risks to our troops are greater. If allied 
forces do not join the mission, our 
troops will be bearing that burden all 
by themselves. The challenge in post-
conflict Iraq will be greater if other na-
tions do not share this responsibility 
or this burden. Also, I believe the con-
sequences for the war on terrorism will 
be greater if we lose the essential co-
operation of other nations. 

There is a lot of disagreement about 
going to war: whether we should go to 
war now; whether we should go to war 
at all; whether we should go to war 
alone or whether we should continue to 
work through the United Nations. I 
have stated my own positions. But I be-
lieve there is something all Americans 
agree on; that is, we must support our 
troops. We must stand up for those who 
are standing up for us. We must protect 
our defenders, the brave men and 
women of our military, and we must 
support them not only with words but 
with deeds. That means ensuring that 
our troops have the best and smartest 
weapons, that they have the training 
and the equipment they need. 

But while we are standing up for our 
military, we must also stand up for 
their families. Our troops will face 
grave danger. They should not have to 
face fear for their families, and par-
ticularly they should not have to 
worry about their families’ finances. 

Although America is on the brink of 
war, American military families must 
never be on the brink of bankruptcy. 
That is why we, in the Senate, must 
take immediate steps to support mili-
tary families. 

There is legislation pending. Let’s 
provide tax relief to military families. 
Let’s pass legislation to help the fami-
lies of the National Guard and the Re-
serves who have been called up for 
longer periods than at any time in the 
past 40 years. 

Each and every member of our mili-
tary is part of the American family. 
Their service is a tremendous sacrifice 
and great risk. These are ordinary men 
and women called upon to act in an ex-
traordinary way. Whatever their Na-
tion asks them to do, I know they will 
do it with bravery, fortitude, and gal-
lantry. All Americans owe them a debt 
of gratitude. 

Members of the military, though, do 
not just need our gratitude through 
words; they need our gratitude through 
deeds. That is why I support two imme-
diate steps and call upon the Senate to 
join with me and other like-minded 
colleagues to advance these steps. 

I believe the Senate must quickly 
pass legislation to ease the tax burden 
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